l92            THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED
But it may be objected that in daily life we con-
stantly see people doing what they must know to be
wrong; but this is a misstatement—or at least a misunder-
standing—of the case. They are doing what they have
been told is wrong, which is quite a different matter. If a
man really knows that an action is wrong, and that it will
inevitably be followed by evil consequences, he is careful
to avoid it. A man really knows that fire will burn him ;
therefore he does not put his hand into it. He has been
told that the fire of hell will burn him as the result of
a certain action, but he does not really know this, and
therefore when he feels the inclination—or is tempted—to
do the action, he does so in spite of the threatened
consequences. It will also be found that every one who
does wrong justifies the wrong action to himself at the
time of its commission—thus proving want of real know-
ledge—whatever he may think about it afterwards in cooler
moments. Even in those who, for once, know an action to
be sinful, lack of experience is still there, for the sorrow
that follows on sin has not yet made a sufficiently deep
impression, and always, until that impression is made, the
man will ignorantly go aside from righteousness.
So sin is not a perversity to be met with punishment
and savage persecution, but is the result of an unfortunate
condition of ignorance or lack of experience, which can
only be dealt with by enlightenment and education. Of
course, by the selfish action called sin a man sets in motion
certain causes which will bring him unavoidable results by
the educative, and not punitive, Law of Karma—the law
of cause and effect.
Q. Is there any forgiveness of sins ?
Ans. Forgiveness of sins posits retaliation in some
form. The conception of punishment for sins belongs to

